70____________________Sri Raghavendra

However rich one may be, life is meaningless
without Hari bhakti or devotion towards the Supreme
Reality. We humans do aspire for wealth, but when it is
at hand, Divine worship should not be forgotten or
neglected.

It is not necessary that one should seek food like
Purandara Dasa, walking along the streets with a lute in
the right hand, anklets tied around the legs, a vessel
dangling from the shoulder and the left hand clasping a
chappala. What is required is Hari bhakti at heart. This
is the reason why the Lord has made this revelation to
us through Purandara Dasa. Undoubtedly, it was only
through intense bhakti that Purandara Dasa could reach
the Heaven bodily.

In the next chapter, we shall be coming across
another disciple of Sri Vyasaraja - but what his
greatness is and who he is need mentioning here.

Sri Raghavendraswami once observed Chatur
Masya Vrata at an Anjaneya temple near Manvi. At that
time, he found one day, a person standing beyond the
'Dwaja stamba' and beckoned him inside. But the visitor
said, 'No Swami, I am a harijan and cannot come inside'
and Sri Raghavendraswami, at that moment recounts to
him, 'Appa, when 1 was Vyasaraja in the earlier birth,
you were my disciple then. Yes, you were Kanaka
Dasa at that time and a shepherd by birth. God however
makes no distinction and all are equal before Him'.

It is this episode of Kanaka Dasa that is going to
thrill us.